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RESOURCES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 

 
Thursday, 6th February, 2020 

 
Present:  Councillor Noordad Aziz (in the Chair),  

Councillors Jean Battle MBE (Vice Chair), Stephen Button, Andrew Clegg, 
Terry Hurn, Patrick McGinley, Tim O'Kane and Paddy Short 
 
Co-optee – Bernard Dawson 
 

In Attendance: Councillor Loraine Cox, Mark Hoyle – Head of Regeneration and Housing 
Lancashire County Council:   
Ian Crabtree – Director of Disability Care Services 
Claire Platt – Head of Public Services & Wellbeing 

  

Apologies: Ian Ormerod 
 

 

 
242 Apologies for absence, Substitutions, Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Co-optee, Ian Ormerod. 
 
Councillor McGinley declared a personal interest in the Call-In item in respect of his 
involvement with local residents groups and their concerns regarding this facility.  He 
remained in the room and took part in discussion and the determination of the Call-In. 
 
There were no dispensations. 
 
 

243 Call-In Procedure Note 
 
The Call-In Procedure to be followed at the meeting in relation to call-ins was submitted and 
attention was drawn to Paragraph 8 which set out the options available to the Committee 
when reaching a decision. 
 
Resolved - That the Procedure be received and applied to the 

undermentioned call-in. 
 

244 Call-In of Cabinet Decision - Disability Service – Specialist Accommodation Unit 
 
The Chair informed the Committee that the purpose of the meeting was to consider a 
recommendation arising from the meeting of the Cabinet held on the 15th January 2020, 
when it had been resolved:- 
 
(1) That Cabinet approves a £300,000 contribution from the Council’s Capital Programme 

as set out in the report towards Lancashire County Council’s proposed new specialist 
accommodation unit for physically disabled adults in Great Harwood, and 

 
(2) That Cabinet delegates authority to the Head of Regeneration and Housing to 

conclude the terms of the Council’s funding contribution following consultation with 
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the Deputy Chief Executive, the Executive Director (Legal and Demographic 
Services) and with the Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration. 

 
The following documents were submitted:- 
 
i) Call-In Form 
ii) Copy of the Cabinet Report dated 15th January 2020, Disability Service – Specialist 

Accommodation Unit 
iii) Extract from Minutes of Cabinet dated 15th January 2020 relating to Minute 222, 

Disability Service – Specialist Accommodation Unit 
 
In accordance with the Call-In Procedure for Cabinet Decisions, the Procedure had been 
activated by members of the Committee (Councillor Terry Hurn and Councillor Patrick 
McGinley BA). 
 
The undermentioned reason was given for the call-in:- 
 
“It is not clear DFG could or should be used for capital spend to rebuild a residential short 
stay facility.  While Burnley Borough Council have allocated BCF for a similar project there 
is not a reference for contribution from DFG”. 
 
The call-in related to the following:- 
 
“Government Policy 10/4.19.  BCF How it will work 2019/20 Section 2.10 DFG must be 
spent in accordance with an ‘approved joint BCF Plan’ where is the copy of this approved 
plan 2.11 2 tier authority working jointly.  Details set out in DGs Grant Determination letter.” 
 
The Sponsor, Councillor Miller, spoke on the reasons for the call-in. 
 
The Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration (Councillor Loraine Cox) spoke 
on the reasons for the decision taken by Cabinet. 
 
Representatives from Lancashire County Council, Ian Cox (Director of Disability Care 
Services) and Claire Platt (Head of Service – Public Service and Wellbeing) provided 
Members with details of why there was a need to provide the new facility in the borough.   
 
The Director of Disability Care Services pointed out that the reason that they had requested 
that Hyndburn Borough Council financially contributed to this was because of an under 
spend of funding and that this would provide a great facility for the community.   
 
The Head of Public Services and Wellbeing clarified the use of the funding for the project 
and pointed out that improvements had been made to services for providing disabled facility 
grants to increase efficiency in provision.  She referred to the benefits of the facility for the 
community.  She referred to the biggest demand to meet requirements for the use of the 
facility being from younger disabled people.  Members requested that they were provided 
with the figures for the different age categories for people in need of social care. 
 
The Chair invited the Committee to ask questions of Councillor Loraine Cox and responses 
were given to the advanced questions submitted and concerns raised:- 
 
The Sponsor took the opportunity to sum up and the Chair provided details of the three 
options available to the Committee in reaching a decision on the call-in.  The Committee 
discussed and voted on those options. 
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Councillor McGinley requested that his abstention from voting was recorded.  He pointed 
out that he required more information around the legal position before being adequately 
equipped to make a decision  
 
Resolved - (1) That the Cabinet decision be released in full for 

implementation; 
 
 - (2) That Members of the Committee were provided with 

the figures of different age categories for people in need 
of social care; and 

  
-  (3)That Members and Officers engage in discussions 

around legislation to provide clarity and 
understanding of issues in respect of future items on 
the Overview and Scrutiny agenda.     

  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


